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Office of Planning & Research (OPR)

• State Land Use Policy
• General Plan Guidelines
• CA Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines
• Military Liaison
• Technical Advisories
• Interagency Coordination
• Executive Initiatives
• Within OPR: 

– Strategic Growth Council
– Integrated Climate Adaptation and Resiliency Program

• Technical Advisory Council
• Adaptation Clearinghouse

– CEQA Clearinghouse
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What is a General Plan?

 OPR provides General Plan Guidelines 
for cities and counties
 2017 was last comprehensive update
 Environmental Justice section update in 

progress, to be released in March 2020

 Every city and county in California must 
have a General Plan - a long term vision 
for their future growth and development

 All plans, codes, etc. in a jurisdiction must 
be consistent with its General Plan
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Required Elements
 Land Use
Circulation
Housing
Conservation
Open Space
Noise
 Safety
Air Quality*
 Environmental Justice*

*required in jurisdictions that meet 
specific criteria

Topical Guidance
 Engagement & Outreach
 Healthy Communities
 Climate Change
 Equity and Resilience
 Economic Development
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General Plan Guidelines



SB 1000 (Leyva, 2016) 

 Requires cities and counties with disadvantaged 
communities to address environmental justice in their 
general plans

 Can be a separate element or integrated into other 
general plan elements

 Timing: upon adoption or revision of two or more 
elements concurrently on or after January 1, 2018

 Codified in Government Code Section 65302(h)
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What must the EJ Element do?

 Identify disadvantaged communities 
using one or more definitions

 Address and reduce the unique or 
compounded health risks in 
disadvantaged communities by:
 Reducing pollution exposure, including 

improving air quality
 Promoting public facilities
 Promoting food access
 Promoting safe and sanitary homes 
 Promoting physical activity 

 Promote civic engagement in the 
public decision-making process

 Prioritize improvements and 
programs that address the needs of 
disadvantaged communities
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Identifying Disadvantaged Communities
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Step 1: Check 
CalEnviroScreen

Step 2: Analyze local low-income 
population characteristics

Step 3: Analyze Local 
Pollution & Health Data + 
Engage with the Community



Air Quality, Health, and EJ

 Land Use
 Compatibility issues in disadvantaged communities
 Project siting and mitigation for sensitive land uses near pollution 

sources
 Mixed use: complete and healthy neighborhoods

 Circulation
 Reducing vehicle trips and VMT on roadway networks
 Freight and goods movement: local truck routes and land uses
 Low- and zero-emissions technology
 Active transportation and complete streets
 Mobility and accessibility
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Who Governs Air Quality?
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 Community Air Protection Program can align with 
General Plan Environmental Justice Element
 Both identify existing impacted and disadvantaged 

communities
 Both include a community-driven process and civic 

engagement
 Both must address and reduce air pollution in impacted 

communities
 AB 617 Program and CERPs will be more detailed, can help 

inform General Plan’s EJ and AQ policies and provide a 
framework for implementation
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AB 617 and SB 1000 Alignment
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EJ Case Studies



Contact Info

Erik de Kok, AICP
Senior Planning Advisor
erik.dekok@opr.ca.gov

www.opr.ca.gov
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http://www.opr.ca.gov/
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