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2Experimental Permits
Purpose

• Authority provided by HS&C section 43014

• Allows manufacturer/developer to test:
– Experimental emission control devices
– Prototype on- and off-road vehicles/engines 

with low emission characteristics
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
*Permit applicants are mainly engine/vehicle manufacturers, but agencies/research institutions involved in technology development could apply.  Example:  universities such as CE-CERT, transit agencies who may want to fund field testing of diesel aftertreatment devices, or aftertreatment manufacturers themselves. 
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Allowed Testing Programs

• Testing of advanced technologies to meet future 
emission standards

• Emission testing of retrofit devices

• Field testing (e.g., durability/performance data)

• Fuel economy

• Driveability
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Required Information

• Description of experimental device/modification

• Description of test program

• Explanation of modified/removed stock ECS

• Vehicle/engine information

• Disposition of vehicle/engine/device at end of test 
program
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Vehicle/engine information: no set limits on the number of vehicles/engines, as long as the test program description justifies the need for testing so many engines.
*Request could be for specific vehicles/engines for one specific test program or it could be for a fleet of vehicles/engines anticipated in a year.  If fleet permit is issued, need to report status at the end of the permit (see MAC 98-03). 
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Process

Submit 
Request 

Letter

ARB 
Review 

(Information 
complete?)

Permit 
Issued by 

ARB 

(Valid for 
up to one 

year)

Permit 
Extension 

Requested?

YES

Provide ARB 
additional 

Information

NO

Permit Report 
Submitted to 

ARB

YES

NO
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If request is straightforward (no issues raised), then permit can be issued within two weeks.  Typical causes of delay:
For fleet permits, report on the status of experimental engines from previous year may not be available.
Question related to:
a) the number of engines requested
b) leasing/sale arrangements
c) disposition of the engines at the termination of the permit (it may not result in a certified engine/device yet owner wants to retain the experimental engine)
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Permit Responsibilities

DO’s:

• Ensure test vehicles/engines are covered by valid 
experimental permit

• Permit must accompany each engine/vehicle
– Off-road engines must have emission ID label

• Recordkeeping of engines/vehicles and test programs

• Ensure engines/vehicles are removed from state or in 
certified configuration after permit expiration
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
if the mfr adds new technology or modifies an existing engine that is operating in CA, then they need to get an experimental permit. 
for test programs that extend to more than one year, mfrs need to request extension before the permit expires. 
at permit expiration, the engines must be rebuilt to a California‑certified configuration or be shipped out of California.  A certified configuration includes providing the appropriate certification engine label.
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Permit Responsibilities

DON’Ts:

• Experimental vehicles/engines/devices cannot be 
sold or leased

• Permit cannot be used to circumvent emission 
certification requirements

• Permit cannot be exclusively used for marketing 
evaluations
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
*Manufacturers cannot sell a vehicle/engine with an experimental permit. State law prohibits the sale/lease of an uncertified new engine.  It's ok if the vehicle/engine is already owned by someone or under an existing lease.
*Permits cannot be issued solely to evaluate market potential/customer  attractiveness of a product.  Testing or data collection on emissions, fuel economy or durability issues needs to be part of the test program.  Ok to use permit for usage evaluation; i.e. a manufacturer allows the fleet owner to use an experimental engine/vehicle to monitor driveability, maintenance and performance. 
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Questions?

• Manufacturers Advisory Correspondence (MAC) 
#98-03: (for reporting requirements)

http://www.arb.ca.gov/msprog/macs/mac9803.pdf

• Contact: Rose Castro, Manager, Aftermarket Parts 
Section, (626) 575-6848 or rcastro@arb.ca.gov
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